
Walton High 

School 

Counseling

Department

9TH GRADE ADVISEMENT
CLASS OF 2025



Who is your 

School 

Counselor?
A-Ch — Ms. Laura Clary

laura.clary@cobbk12.org

Ci-G — Ms. Betsy Alpert
betsy.alpert@cobbk12.org

H-K — Ms. Donna Dunham
donna.dunham@cobbk12.org

L-N — Ms. Erica Watford
erica.watford@cobbk12.org

O-SL — Ms. Tina Harwood
tina.harwood@cobbk12.org

Sm-Z — Ms. Lisa Fay
lisa.fay@cobbk12.org

mailto:laura.clary@cobbk12.org
mailto:betsy.alpert@cobbk12.org
mailto:donna.dunham@cobbk12.org
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School Counselor for Special Projects:
Ms. Carson Cox 
carson.cox@cobbk12.org

College Advisor:
Ms. Laurel Gross
laurel.gross@cobbk12.org

Social Worker:
Dr. Karen Schwartz
karen.schwartz@cobbk12.org

Records Room:
Ms. Melissa Schrenk
melissa.schrenk@cobbk12.org

Curriculum Clerk:
Ms. Anilda Cook
anilda.cook@cobbk12.org

OUR VIPS:

IMPORTANT 
PEOPLE TO 
KNOW IN THE 
COUNSELING 
SUITE
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SCHOOL 

COUNSELING 

DEPARTMENT 

WEBSITE

www.waltonhighcounseling.com

http://www.waltonhighcounseling.com


@waltonhighcounselors

@waltoncounselor

@waltonhighcounselors

https://linktr.ee/waltoncounselingsocialmedia

FOLLOW SCHOOL COUNSELING 
DEPARTMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA

https://www.facebook.com/waltonhighcounselors/
https://twitter.com/waltoncounselor
https://www.instagram.com/waltonhighcounselors/
https://linktr.ee/waltoncounselingsocialmedia


GRADUATION 

REQUIREMENTS



Requires a total of 5 credits, and must 

include:

▪ Must include 1 English credit

▪ Must include 1 Math credit

▪ Must include 1 Science credit

Promotion to 10th grade



COURSE CHOICES & PROGRESSION

Grades are the best predictor for placement choices.

GPA and course rigor are the top factors in college admissions. Colleges 

want to see positive progression in rigor and grades.

Challenging yourself appropriately is important. Rigorous courses prepare 

you for success in college.

Take the strongest curriculum where you can be successful, taking into 

account your interests, abilities, and potential college majors.

Requirements vs Expectations
High school graduation requirements may 

differ from college admission requirements



HELPFUL RESOURCES

Academic Planning Guide –
available on the School 
Counseling website

FLOW Charts

All courses offered next year –for 
each grade level

Course descriptions

Use in upcoming elective course 

registration



SUMMER SCHOOL OPTIONS

•Registration opens on April 20th on their website at https://www.cobbk12.org/cobbvirtualacademy

•Personal Fitness and Health

•Honors Spanish III will be offered for the first time on CVA!

• If a student is taking an online course to get ahead, they need to complete the Online Request Form 
located in their CTLS homeroom.

Cobb Virtual Academy (CVA)

•Students may take a course with GAVS if it is not offered by CVA.

•Registration opens on March 15th on their website at https://gavirtualschool.org/

Georgia Virtual School (GAVS)

•Walton is offering face-to-face personal fitness and health.

• Information is available on the Walton website

Walton Summer School

•Credit Recovery Only

• Information coming soon from the county

Cobb County Summer School

https://www.cobbk12.org/cobbvirtualacademy
https://gavirtualschool.org/


LET’S TALK ABOUT HOPE!

What are the 
different types 

of HOPE?

How is the 
HOPE GPA 
calculated?

What is HOPE 
Rigor?



ZELL MILLER

4-YEAR COLLEGE TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Zell Miller Scholarship

• Requires 3.7 core high school (HOPE) GPA 

as calculated by GSFC

• Requires 1200 SAT Math and Reading or 26 

ACT composite

• Must earn a minimum of 4 credits from the 

academic rigor course list prior to 

graduating from high school.

• Pays for two-year or four-year degree

• Must graduate from a GA high school

• Must be GA resident for at least one year 

(Green Card or citizenship)

• Covers FULL tuition

• Applies automatically for Valedictorian or 

Salutatorian

• Must maintain 3.3 GPA while in college

Zell Miller Grant

• Requires 3.5 college GPA for grant 
eligibility

• Does not require minimum test 
score

• Pays for certificate or diploma

• Must graduate from a GA high 
school

• Must be GA Resident for at least 
one year (Green Card or 
citizenship)

• Covers FULL tuition (retroactively 
covers previous semester once 3.5 
GPA is earned)

• Must maintain 3.5 GPA while in 
college



HOPE

4-YEAR COLLEGE TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Scholarship

• 3.0 core GPA as calculated by GSFC 

(can be earned in college)

• Must earn a minimum of 4 credits 

from the academic rigor course list 

prior to graduating from high school. 

(Review your HOPE transcript on 

GAfutures.org)

• Two-year or four-year degree

• Must graduate from a GA high school

• Must be a GA resident for at least 

one year (Green Card or citizenship)

• Covers a percentage of tuition

Grant

• No initial GPA requirement

• Technical certificate or diploma

• Must have a high school 

diploma or GED

• Must be a GA resident for at 

least one year (Green Card or 

citizenship)

• Covers a percentage of tuition 



HOPE GPA

HOPE GPA=

The average of your core classes, which include English, 

math, science, social studies, & world languages (9th -12th).

Includes Academic Electives (ex. Algebra Support, Psychology, Yearbook, etc.)

Includes ALL grades in these areas (PASSED OR FAILED)

Core AP/DE earn Extra Quality Points up to a 4.0

Regular On-Level Honors Level AP/DE

A=4.0 A=4.0 A=4.0

B=3.0 B=3.0 B=3.5

C=2.0 C=2.0 C=2.5

D=1.0 D=1.0 D=1.5

F=0.0 F=0.0 F=0.0



HOPE RIGOR

In order to 

be HOPE/Zell

eligible, the

Class of 2025

must earn at

least four credits

in courses from 

the following 

categories:

• Algebra II, 
Precalculus, AMDM, 
Statistical Reasoning

Advanced 
math

• Chemistry, Physics, Human 
Anatomy/Physiology, 
Forensic Science

Advanced 
science

• in core subjects
Advanced 
Placement

• Dual Enrollment
• in core subjects

University 
System of 
Georgia

• Level 2 and higher

Advanced 
world 

language



HOPE 

RIGOR 

LIST

Updated 

annually 

by the 

state.

HOPE RIGOR LIST

https://www.gafutures.org/media/kswotdbu/rigor-list-november-2021-print-ready.pdf


IGP (INDIVIDUAL 

GRADUATION PLAN)



PROCESS

•Waivers are due April 1st

•There will not be any changes made after this date

Look over course selection for next year

•This is a plan, not registration for 11th and 12th grade

•Please use the academic planning guide and elective lists found on 
the Walton website to help you with this process.

•Please see a counselor once you feel you have completed your IGP in 
Naviance.

•Counselors will review IGP and answer questions.

•Counselors will complete your student’s elective registration for Fall 
2022

Complete IGP in Naviance and Discuss Electives for Fall 2022



LOG IN TO NAVIANCE

 Go to: www.WaltonHigh.org

 Look in the top right corner.

 Click on the diploma icon that says 
Naviance .

 Use student's Office 365 login 
information to access Naviance from 
home.

http://www.waltonhigh.org/


1. CLICK “COURSES”
2. CLICK “MANAGE COURSE PLANS”



3. CLICK PLUS BUTTON



4. CLICK “SELECT THIS PLAN”



5. CLICK “CONTINUE”



YOUR 9TH GRADE COURSES HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN ADDED TO YOUR PLAN



SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

YOU WILL CLICK ON EACH SUBJECT AREA AND 
MARK WHAT YOU PLAN TO TAKE BY SEMESTER



IF YOU WANT TO ADD ELECTIVES, YOU CAN T YPE A 
COURSE NAME OR FILTER BY SUBJECT AREA



ONCE YOU ADD AN ELECTIVE,  SCROLL UP,  CHOOSE GRADE 
LEVEL,  AND CLICK “ADD SELECTED COURSES TO YOUR PLAN”



PROCESS

•Waivers are due April 1st

•There will not be any changes made after this date

Look over course selection for next year

•This is a plan, not registration for 11th and 12th grade

•Please use the academic planning guide and elective lists found on 
the Walton website to help you with this process.

•Please see a counselor once you feel you have completed your IGP in 
Naviance.

•Counselors will review IGP answer questions.

•Counselors will complete your student’s elective registration for Fall 
2022 and will review IGP and answer questions.

Complete IGP in Naviance and Discuss Electives for Fall 2022


